
California Regional water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region

Order 87-029
Water Reclamation Requirements for:

Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District- Reclamation Project
San Rafael
Marin County

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board), finds that:

1. Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District (hereinafter
discharger) submitted a Report of Waste Discharge to the
Board on September IS, 1986, for the use of reclaimed
wastewater. This Report is for the re-issuance of
waste discharge requirements contained in Board Order
80-16, adopted on April 15, 1980.

2. The discharger operates a treatment plant in San Rafael,
Marin County, at 300 Smith Ranch Rd. This plant treats up
to 5.84 MGD, with an average BOD and suspended solids levels
of 20 mg/l. The average dry weather flow is 2.6 MGD. The
plant is a tertiary treatment plant, with trickling
filters, fixed film nitrification, and deep bed filters.
The plant discharges into Miller Creek, a tributary of San
Pablo Bay, a water of the state and the U.S., but cannot
meet a 10:1 initial dilution during the summer.

3. The Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay
Basin (Basin Plan), adopted on July 21, 1982, prohibits the
discharge of "(a)ny wastewater which has particular
characteristics of concern to beneficial uses at any point
where the wastewater does not receive a minimum initial
dilution of at least 10:1 or into any nontidal water,
deadend slough, similar confined water, or any immediate
tributary thereof. (Page 4-4).

4. The Basin Plan allows for exceptions to the prohibitions
referred to in Finding 3. above when it can be demonstrated
that:

a. An inordinate burden would be placed on the discharger
relative to beneficial uses protected and an equivalent
level of environmental protection can be achieved by
alternate means, such as an alternative discharge site,
a higher level of treatment, and/or improved treatment
reliability, or

b. A discharge is approved as part of a reclamation project
(Page 4-4)
































